February 2 16 Newsletter
A Message from Our Teachers

Happy New Year and welcome back to school! It’s been great to see all of our students again and hear about
their holiday adventures…and see how much many have grown over the break!
We have enjoyed learning about ocean creatures during our ocean “escape” this month. Our first ride on
the school bus and trip to the library was a highlight! Please remember that students should be picked up
at the library on these days (except for Ms. Nataliya’s 4-yr afternoon class which will ride the bus both ways
with pick up, as usual, at the preschool). Due to safety concerns, we ask that parents arrive 15 minutes
earlier to assist their child in selecting and checking out 2 books together. If you haven’t already done so,
please arrange for your child to have a library card. This can be done at the library and there is no cost
involved.
In February, we will focus on sharing, caring, love and friendship. For our Valentine’s Day parties we will be
making mailboxes. We encourage children to bring Valentine cards to distribute. Please do not address the
cards to specific students. Write only your child’s name on the cards (ex. From Jack). This will make it
easier to drop into each mailbox one after another without having to search back and forth for particular
names. Many of our students will enjoy writing their names themselves. If so, please allow plenty of time to
do so in order to make this a positive experience.
Please also remember that in following the Canadian Rockies school calendar, there will be no school
Family Day week – February 15-19.
This is the time of year when many families look into preschool options for next year. If your child is
moving on to a 4 yr old program, we encourage you to take a closer look at how our programs grow with
your child. Please consider the chart attached to learn how our programs evolve and build on your child’s
previous experience with us. We would also like invite you to see our 4 yr old program in action! Please
contact the office to arrange a visit or to talk with our teachers. We would love to tell you more!
If you haven’t already had the pleasure of meeting Lindsey Madden over the past month, please stop by the
office. She is taking over the reins as administrator. Welcome to the preschool team, Lindsey!
A Fingerplay for February
I put my hands together,
This is how I start;
I curve my fingers right around,
And I can make a Heart

Ms. Nataliya and Ms. Carmen

Introducing Ms. Lindsey
Hello Preschool Families,
I’m excited to join the Preschool team as the new Office Administrator. I served on the Preschool Board
from 2012 to 2015, so though I’m new to this role, I’m not entirely new to Preschool.
I have degrees in Art and English Literature, and several years experience in non-profit administration
for the National Outdoor Leadership School in Wyoming and Outward Bound Canada here in Canmore.
I enjoy backpacking, whitewater canoeing, and creating art and science projects with my two daughters both of whom are former or current students of Carmen and Nataliya.
I have a lot to learn from Nancy, Nataliya, and Carmen, and fortunately I love to learn! I will strive to
support our community as Nancy did, but she will be a hard act to follow. I certainly enjoyed working with
her as a board member and parent for the last three years.
I look forward to getting to know all of you, so stop by the office to say hi or ask me questions – every
question will help me learn something new.
See you at Preschool!
Lindsey
Office: 403-678-2538
info@canmorepreschool.com

~THANK YOU!!~
• Thank you to the Branson/Walsh Family for donations of games, puzzles, toys and craft
•
•
•
•
•

supplies.
Thank you to the Squires Family for donations of ponies and accessories.
Thank you to Kathi Newman for her delicious baked goods and preparations for Nancy's
farewell party.
Thank you to Cory Wilson and Tim Horton's for the generous coffee donation for Nancy's
farewell party.
Thank you to Bob McGinn for resurfacing all of our benches in the lobby. What will we do
without you!
Thank you from Nancy McGinn to all who came to wish her well! It was a memorable
occasion.

• Thank you all for taking time in your busy day, last Thursday, to come to see me off! Thanks to
Carmen, Nataliya, Lindsey, Heidi Sue and Kathi for the wonderful retirement party! Never in
one place has there been such heart felt poetry, baking, singing and good wishes! It was very
easy to stay at the Canmore Preschool for 15 plus years and very hard to leave. The reason is
simple- talented, caring parents, lovely children, dedicated board members and exceptional
coworkers! Thank you for your support, friendship, words of wisdom; for sharing stories and for
making me feel so welcome and appreciated! Please keep in touch, if you can, as I will be
wondering how you are all doing! If you get a minute, send me a message or a picture and I
will keep you posted on my adjustment to Water Valley! One day I might even figure out
Facebook!" nemcginn@gmail.com or 403 803-0914. Nancy McGinn.

Our Preschool Programs at a Glance
3 year old Program
2 hours x 2 days a week, mornings or afternoons
Positive introduction to school:
•
build trusting relationships with other adults
•
foster self-esteem
•
encourage interactions with peers
•
establish classroom routine and expectations
Circle times:
•
storytime: books, felt stories, puppet shows
•
songs
•
finger plays
•
games
•
discussions, turn taking
Learning stations:
•
These activities change daily and may include
prewriting activities, painting, cutting and pasting,
colouring, seasonal crafts, playdough, sorting by
colors or shapes, building or imaginative toys,
games
Play Centers:
•
A favourite time! Both programs have an
opportunity for child-directed play in one of the
many play centers: house center, story center,
building center, puzzles, sand table, water table, etc.
Gym activities:
•
Daily physical activities in the gym: musical
activites, games, use of equipment such as bean
bags, ribbons, balls, hoola hoops, parachute
Music classes:
•
Bimonthly classes with a music specialist after
Christmas
Outdoor activities:
•
Scheduled bimonthly outdoor days, sometimes
more when taking advantage of good weather
•
Seasonal nature walks
Adventures with Food:
•
discovering new foods on color days
•
baking Mother’s day and Father’s day goodies

4 year old Program
3 hours x 3 days a week (mornings)
3 hours x 4 days a week (afternoons)
Foster positive connection with school:
•
ALL outlined in the 3-yr old program AND
•
nurture relationships with other adults and peers
•
further improve social skills
•
build friendships
•
encourage cooperation and teamwork
Extended circle times:
•
ALL outlined in the 3-yr old program AND
•
calendar activities
•
introduction to letters of the week and phonics
making use of the Handwriting Without Tears
(HWT) program
•
Empathy program – literacy circles and baby visits
Learning stations:
•
All outlined in the 3-yr old program AND
•
introduction to printing upper case letters and
students’ names making use of the HWT program
•
more advanced crafts, colouring, cutting and pasting
•
introduction to mathematical literacy through
counting, patterning, sorting
Play Centers:
•
The same play centers are offered to a small number
of participants each. Students are expected to track
their movement through the centers, thus, making
choices, taking turns and often trying new things.
Gym activities:
•
ALL outlines in the 3-yr old program AND
•
Additional focus on fundamental movement skills
•
Body moves classes with a physical education
specialist
Music classes:
•
Classes with a music specialist throughout the year
Outdoor activities:
•
ALL outlined in 3-yr old program AND
•
Additional learning with nature experiences during
nature walks
•
Cross country Skiing
Adventures with Food:
•
All outlined in 3-yr old program AND
•
Some additional samplings on special days
•
Seasonal projects: apple sauce, baking bread,
Christmas cookies

Library visits:
A school bus ride for a program designed especially for our 2 age groups – books, fingerplays, songs and other
activities with Ms. Rhonda and the chance to take out books
Community visitors:
We are so fortunate to have a variety of community members support our program through visits and presentations
tailored to our 2 age groups: health nurses, veterinarians, fire fighters, environmental educators, a nutritionist, a
dental hygienist, RCMP officers, local athletes…and sometimes other talented parents!

AGM & Registration Night
Wednesday, March 9th, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Holiday Inn (1 Silvertip Trail, Level P, Nakiska Room)
The first order of business for the AGM is to make sure we have a full complement of board members for the
coming school year. As a cooperative, non-profit organization, the Canmore Preschool cannot operate
without these volunteers. We have some returning members for 2016-2017, but some positions remain to be
filled. The children of board members will be guaranteed their class placement! Call the office at 403-6782538, if you are interested in volunteering, or look for the sign-up sheets in the lobby.
The second order of business is registration for the 2016-2017 school year. If there are too many applicants
for a class, all registrations submitted at the meeting will be assigned class placements on a lottery system.
Parents must attend the meeting for their child to enter the lottery. All registrations submitted after
Registration Night will be placed or waitlisted in the order they are submitted, as space allows.
Please bring to the meeting your child’s proof of age or birth certificate, the $45 registration fee, and your
completed registration forms – PDF forms will be available soon at canmorepreschool.com. We will also
have paper forms available to fill out at the meeting, but be aware that you will need to know the names,
addresses and phone numbers for at least two emergency contact people to include on the forms.
We encourage you to attend this meeting without small children in order to focus on the business at hand
and because it often runs past bedtime. We will provide childcare on site, for those who need it.

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL THERE!

~FRIENDLY REMINDERS~
****Please refrain from letting your children play on the daycare children's personal bikes
that are parked against the daycare side of the building. It is upsetting the children when
they see out the windows.
***Donate to the Canmore Preschool at the Bottle Depot.
**Scholastic books help raise funds / points for teachers to purchase new books.
*Please remember to check the volunteer board and to sign up for parent of the day.
**Occasionally check the Lost & Found to ensure your child does not have any missing items.
*** If you have any unwanted arts and crafts supplies, please donate them to the shoebox in
the Lobby cubby.
**** You can also donate any unwanted outdoor winter gear to be used for any children that
forget to bring their own.

Canmore Preschool 2015/16
Board Members
CHAIRPERSON

Rachel Lippitt
587-225-4045
rachellippitt@gmail.com
VICE CHAIRPERSON

Lacey Suttie
laceyksuttie@hotmail.com
SECRETARY

Bex Pell-Hiley
403-609-8591
rebeccaholeczi@gmail.com
TREASURER

Scott Shepherd
403-493-4704
sdjshepherd@gmail.com
REGISTRAR

Joanne Indovina-Duncan
403-678-8723
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Stacie Longworth
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stacie.longworth@yahoo.com
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Sarah Brooking
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sarah.brooking@hotmail.com

Subcommittee
Members

Preschool Staff

SCHOLASTIC COORDINATOR

Lindsey Madden
403-678-2538
info@canmorepreschool.com

Michelle Edwards
403-707-5236
michelle_edwards@live.ca
RAFFLE COORDINATOR

Jennifer Connelly
403-675-0717
jenc0507@hotmail.com
CHRISTMAS ARTISANS’ MARKET

Christine Prescott
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canmoreartisansmarket@yahoo.ca
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ASSISTANT

Kate Flannery
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kate.m.flannery00@gmail.com
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TEACHER

Nataliya Fladager
403-609-2080
teachlovehavefun@gmail.com
TEACHER

Carmen Haase
403-678-5770
gasser@telus.net

Newsletter Delivery
The Canmore Preschool is doing its
part for the environment. We try not
to print our monthly newsletter.
Each edition will be emailed to
parents, and can be viewed on our
website at
www.canmorepreschool.com
Please send any submissions to
stacie.longworth@yahoo.com by
the 15th of the month if you have
any information to add. Thank you!

FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR

Courtney Schreiner
courtneymichele88@gmail.com
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

Raeanne Sovereign
403-674-6244
raeanneb@shaw.ca

606A 7th Avenue
Canmore, Alberta T1W 2H5
Tel: 403 678-2538
Fax: 403 678-4361
info@canmorepreschool.com
www.canmorepreschool.com
Like us on Facebook!

FEBRUARY 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

31

1

2

3
Music
4am/ 4pm/
3pm

4
Music
3am/ 3pm

5

6

7

8
Library
4am/ 4pm/
3pm

9
Library
3am/ 3pm

10
Outdoor Day
4am/ 4pm/
3pm

11
Outdoor Day
3am/ 3pm

12
V-Day Party
RED DAY for
4am

13

29

20

14
Valentines Day

15

16

V-Day Party
RED DAY for
3pm

V-Day Party
RED DAY for
3am/ 3pm/
4pm

Scholastic
Orders Due!!
17

18

FAMILY DAY & TEACHER’S CONFERENCE ~ NO CLASSES
21

22
Body Moves
4am/ 4pm

23

24
Outdoor Day
4am/ 4pm/
3pm
Music
3pm

28

29

25
Outdoor Day
3am/ 3pm
Music
3am/ 3pm

26

27

